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CHAl RMANGS MESSAGE

It has been a pleasure and an honour to have chaired Eccleston Parish Council during the past year.

Both | and the rest of the Parish Councillors were deeply saddened by the loss of one of our Councillors,
Councillor Lionel Perry, on 28 August 2009. Lionel was Chairman of Eccleston Parish Council from May
2008 to May 2009 and he will be missed by all. Liometked very hard for the Parish and was a true
gentleman.We advertisedhe vacancyut did not receive any applicatioasd, with the agreement of the
Parish Council, we were able to-opt Ruth Watmough as West Ward Councillor in March 2010.

The Cuators at the Smithy, Vicky Hirons and Joanne Chamberlain, have worked wonders in the past yez
with events in the Smithy and Village HalDn 4"July, as part of the 6Tal es
weheldAl i ceds Tea Par tolySoaseiyfrom Dardslmrydloagwithshe Queaen and King

of Hearts Mad Hatter and Ate and @oquet was played with geese heads. Visitors included children

from one yeato adults of about seventyt ias a very enjoyable day.

AMedieval Merrimengt the Smitly ook place over the National Heritage Weekend dh 42d 1%’
September with a faastic hog roast and craft fair as well as an authemidievalbanquet for the public

to try which was all free of charg&.he Village Hall grounds were beautifully presented and maintained
by Paul Potter, our O6residentd gardener.

This year we marked Remembrance Sundagwreatht h a
laying ceremonyat Eccleston War Memorial at thettom of Burrows Lane. | would like to thank the

Clergy and congregation for making this a memorable occa3ibe.gates of the War Memorial are

opened for the day to allow residents to leave their own personal tributes and the Parish Council welcom
anyone who wishes to do this.

This yearés Christmas Tr ee Li g ldestondgler€®choelsimgimgy a
carols was a wonderful prelude to Christmasbig thank you goes to Mr & Mrs Rainford for generously
supplying the Chrisnas tree once again. Thanks also to the Library staffndt@nlydecorated the

library and tredwith new lights and decorationlt provided tea and coffee withe mince pies supplied

by Parish Councillors.

COUNCILLOR GEOFF PEARL



WHERE THE MONEY GOES

The expenditure for 2008/09 is £60,635 with the receipts and expenditure as follows:

RECEIPTS 2007/08 2008/09
£ £
Brought Forward 21,774 21,915
Precept 45,785 47,601
Administration, incs VAT repayments 3,588 3,639
Ecclesfield Insurance 283 293
Hall Charges 5,240 5,057
Insurance Claim 0 896
Ecclesfield Electricity Refund 757 0
Smithy Grant 0 1,907
Total 77,427 81,308
EXPENDITURE
Ecclesfield Changing Facility 3,600 2,623
Administration 28,207 27,504
Smithy 4,432 7,523
Open Spaceis not inc V Hall grounds 2,517 3,565
Grants 990 1,250
Village Hall 14,056 16,164
VAT Payments 1,710 2,006
Total 55,512 60,635
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PARISH COUNCIL TENDERS

The Parish Council wishes to expatulist of contractors prepared to tender for work in the areas of
grounds, building, electrical, fencing and all similar maintenance. Any contractor wishing to be placed or
the Eccleston Parish Council list of approved contractors who will be inatieshdler for Council work,

should apply in writing to:Mrs L Scott, Clerk of Eccleston Parish Council, 418Newton Road,

Lowton, WARRINGTON, WAS3 1JE.

ECCLESTON VILLAGE HALL

KILN LANE

is available for hire on a regular or @f€ basis

CHI LDRENOGS PARTI ES, COFFEE
MEETINGS, CLASSES, EXHIBITIONS

Contact Mrs L Poole 01744 638554

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

ELECTORS for the Parish of Eccleston are invited to attend the Annual Parish Meeting
which will take place on TUESDAY 27April 2010, at 7.30 pm in Eccleston Village Hall, Kiln
Lane, Eccleston.

AGENDA

1 Election of Chairman

2 Minutes of the AnnuaParish Meeting held on 28pril 2009

3 Financial statement of Receipts and Expenditure to April 2009
4  Township affairs

5 Light refreshments will be available

COUNCILLOR GEOFF PEARL
CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

LYNNE SCOTT, CLERK OF THE PARISH COUNCIL



ECCLESTON PARISH COUNCIL holds meetings every second Tuesday of the month, except
for August, when the Parish Council is in recess. Four months of the year the meetings take place at St
Jamesds Church Hall, St Helens Road, Ecdadpmast on
at Eccleston Village Hall, Kiln Lane, Eccleston. Agenda are posted on the two Parish Council Notice
Boardsi outside the Village Hall and St Helens Road, EcclestoniPaskwell as Eccleston Library.

Minutes of meetings can also be found otleston Library.

WEBSITE T Our website addresswwvw.ecclestonpc.org.uénd, amongst other information, you can
find copies of the recent Agenda and Minutes of meetings.

All residents are welcome to attendetiags and can bring up topics at the beginning of each meeting
under Residentsd | ssues.

CHAIN OF OFFICE UPDATE

Last year in the article AA Glimpse into the L
planning to have a new Chain of Officeade as the current Chain had become unwieldy. Fortunately, as
a result of a recommendation from Councillor Teresa Sims, we found a way of preserving our current
chain by having i tiseedhe pidueedf owr presendChairmancColomt@eaoff o

Pearl on the front page, for the result. Councillor Sims was St Helens Mayor in 2006 and remembered
that the Mayoral Chain of Office had been mounted in the same way. | am sure you will agree that the
Chain looks rather splendid and is disgdyo advantage. It also had the added bonus of being a much
cheaper option than4mmmissioning a new Chain of Office.

The Honour Boards, below, were commissioned and installed in the Village Hall during 2009 and were
etched with the names of all thesvious Chairmen of the Parish Counatith plenty of space left on the
second board for future commemoration. They a
Village Hall for visitors and users to see.
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LYNNE SCOTT
Clerk to the Parish Council

MEMORIES
Silent | stand and look around

The gentle slopes of green
Deep within my mind | see


http://www.ecclestonpc.org.uk/

Where the coal mine once had been.

The years roll back, | hear the sound

Of winding engine steam
| see the pulleys turning
On the headgean my dream.

Flat capped men, oil lamps in hand
Ride crouched within the cage
From fourteen years to sixty five
Men of every age.

There are sons and fathers, granddads too

Like sheep within a fold
They spend their lives in darkness
To dig for mali black gold.

The pit means more to these brave men

Than just a place of strife
This is their very being
And mining is their life.

As i f they are Godobs

Destined to pick and toil
To turn the wheel of industry
From deep within theasl.

The times were hard but happy
Their character shone through
The miners one big family

With disagreements few.

Accidents were common place
Whenever a miner died

The sorrow spread throughout the town

And everybody cried.

Those days are goiieand men forget
The sacrifices made

The debt we owe to each of them
As some their lives they laid.

Broken bones, shattered limbs
Lungs solid with the dust

As if the earth took its revenge
For digging ugts crust.

But as | sit here some may say

AThank God those
I say fnGod bl ess
l 6m proud that I

Let s not forget
Where children play and laugh
Erect a monument to them

days are
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Inscribe an epitaph.

ABeneath this ground toiled human wor ms
Gaw all they had to give
To help to make this country great

BRIAN SALKELD
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WOODLAND

TRUST

FRIENDS OF ST BENEDICT& WOOD

The Friends of SB e n e dWood goosp was formed in November 2005 and workgairinership with

the Woodland Trust to develop and care toe farea of natural woodland called Be n e dWaond 6 s
located off Rainhill Road just past the Black Horse Pub. Formerly part of the old Rainhill Hospital Site, it
is an area that has provided enjoyment and relaxation for many local people over manyhears.
Woodland Trust adopted the site in June 2000 and they are responsible for maintaining and developing
woodland area.

The Group was initially formed to help deal with issues in the woods such as litter arstcaati
behaviour. Various clean up eavts were instigated in the early days of the Group but eventually these
were found to be needed less as users of the wood, in particular the regular dog walkers helped by pick
up litter on their way. In regard to the asticial behaviour the Group wked in organising community
events to get people using the woods more so making it less deswable for groups of youths to congregat

Over the years various events have been successfully for
example Bat and Moth evening, Art Days and Woodla m craftswith
the aim of involving local youngsters so they can apprec the
woodland area and take care of it in the future. All : events
would not have been possible without the enthusiasm ¢ T small team
of committee members and the support of Tim Kirwtithe = ¢ | Woodland

Trust. In addition we have been supported from the stary el
Counsellor Teresa Sims and Counsellor Shirley Evans. ﬁa - : =
During the last year the Group has diverted into the local history of
the site, and has been amazed by the huge interest in the old Rainhill
Hospital. Over 80 people attended a history night in March. The
evening started with a presentatibtemories ofMadness' by Dr

Richard Barnes, a consultantald age psychiatryit was a

fascinating, at times humorous but also a thought provagéogunt

of the history and life at Rainhill AsylunDr Barnes also drew
comparisons with psychiatry today. Following hresentation

many attendees showed a huge volume of photographs and
memorabilia on the hospitaFollowing the success of the first

History NightKaren Machin from St Helens Mental Health Carers gave an interesting talk with
fascinating photographs anatleo clips at the second event in OctobEhe talk coincided with World

Mental Health Day 2009. A further History event will be held in March 2010.

The Friends Group now host a section on their website for the History of Rainhill Hospital, which holds
pictures, memories, publications and memorabilia provided by a number of people who have attended th
events. This can be found at our web git&://friendsofstbenedictwood.co.uk

If you are interested in joining our Group, new members for the Committee are always welcome, C
attending our Hi story events then feel free
01514260017 ornfo@FriendsofStBenedict\Woods.co.uk Please take a look at our web site for further
information on the Group.



http://friendsofstbenedictwood.co.uk/
mailto:Info@FriendsofStBenedictWoods.co.uk

Janice Crompton

NEW STAFFING SYSTEM IS REDUCING COSTS

Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service has introduced a new staffing syEiesteston Fire Station.

The number of emergency calls responded to by the station has fallen by 30% over the past three years
and the crews currently respond to less than one emergency call a day in its area.

As part of an ongoing drive to maintain enmengy response times whilst being more efficient, the Fire
Authority has introduced a new staffing arrangement, a system that is already working successfully at
another six fire stations.

Acting Chief Fire Officer Mi kseem lkhalgeenrworking pelyavellmte d
other stations across Merseyside for the past four years. There is the same number of firefighters availal
to respond to emergency calls and the public receive the same speed of response. But the new way of
workingmeas t hat we are doing this with | ess firefi

The system is known as Low Level Activity and Risk and earlier this year it was highlighted as an
example of good practice by the Audit Commission. The system detiveesmame level of emergency
response but reduces station costs by £300,000 a year and is suitable where the calls to a station are lo\

Traditionally fire appliances are crewed by four watches who work two day shifts and two night shifts
each. At LLAR sations, there are just two watches who work on station during the day but are retained
(on call) firefighters at night, which means they only work if there is an emergency incident. For the rest
of the night, they live at setfontained accommodation onesi

The system was introduced at Eccleston in September and is proving a success. There is no change to
operational cover for the public but it is a more efficient staffing system that offers greater opportunities t
the people working it.

John McCormack'i District Manager

CODY CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS GO WELL

On Tuesday 2®December 2009, at approximately 12/3®, a Tiger Moth performed some aerobatics
over Valencia Farm on EcclestonHIThe BBC&6s Andy Gi | | was there
on the teatime regional news, which followed the national news. Earlier that day, Keith Hardwick hac



been interviewed live on air by Radio Merseyside and the following day a report apjpeaies
Liverpool Daily Post.

Flyer Martin Keen of Keenair, the Flying School at Liverpool Airport, in his 1941 Tiger Moth, one of the
most famous biplanes in the world.

For avariety of reasons, the location of the plaque, which is on a temporary base, has fiobbsed
The main reason is that thereaisother local aviation milestone to celebrate in eighteen niitimties soa
heritage trail that takes in Taylor ParlkedRRocks, Eccleston Hill and Portibas beemplanned. Any
input you wish to make is most welcome.

Local thespian, Len Saunders, in his third 1909 costume drama in 2009, the other two being in the
warmer environment of the Town Hall.

St HelendMayor, Terry Shields, has been very supportive of Heritage events in hisTyeaunveiling
area was provided by Birchall 6s F d&hermartptheop o f
adjourned to the warmelimes of The Grapes up the road whire pesentations and the meabk

place

Flyer Martin Keen was given a warm
St. Helens welcome when he managed to make it back from the
airport after tethering up his plane.




THE CIBRCUS AND TEEATRER.

Wr. S P.C is the great sitssction
:G'e-uahv:k’ Thete was ; g e

The first known nleikngiand is areritionhdahdocad mapernof hisitheadrical
appearance at the Circus in North Road in July 1890.

Bill Highcock as Chair of the St Helens Heritage Netwm&eived the watercolour painting by
aviation artist Don Wilsoand he Mayor was presented witthagh quality copy for the Local History
and Archives Library.As partof theGlasstown Cultural OlympiaBlan for 2010 arkExhibition of
many paintings andther art forms inspired dgcal Heritagds planned

Chris Coffeygave a short presentatonorhne adventurous | ife of #ACol
footage as he is about to take to the air at Farnborough in 1908 to make the first flight in Britain, and
details ofhis two prior visits to SHelens.

On the morning o7 August 1913 his aircraft fell out of the sky, killing him and his passenger
instantly. Cody's death at 46 was 'swift and sudden' and in one of his own aeroplanes, as he had
always wishedAI t hough he was not a proper Colonel o
country so loved him that over 100,000 people lined the route.

tbs such a gr e axpangingat foya talk vaitable@dhanyilogal doreamunity groups.

Article supplied by Chris Coffey
St Helens Heritage Network

RECI PES FROM KITERENL 6 S

PLUM CAKE
Ingredients:

12 plums halved & stoned






