
ECCLESTON PARISH COUNCIL MAGAZINE 2010 - 2011  
 

 
 

CHAIRMANôS MESSAGE 
 

It has been another busy year for Eccleston Parish Council and all the Councillors.  The curators at the 

Smithy and their Volunteers have done a marvelous job of putting on numerous events throughout the 

year.   In December members of the Randolph Caldecott Society, led by Margaret Tye, came to the 

Smithy to install an exhibition which consisted of numerous illustrations and books by Caldecott himself.  

Caldecott transformed the work of children's books in the Victorian era.  We had paintings and books 

displayed and the Mayor and Mayoress of St Helens came along to give their support. 

 

 
Margaret Tye with the Mayor and Mayoress and Councillor G Pearl 
 

The highlight of the year is the Eccleston Christmas tree lighting at Eccleston Library.  This year 

Eccleston Lane Ends School was due to switch the lights on and sing some Carols.  Unfortunately,  the 

roads were very icy and the children could not make it.  We were saved by Jack who attended the Library 

that morning along with his parents and Parish Councillors sang a few Christmas carols.  I must admit the 

School children would have been more in tune with their singing.   Once again a big thank you to the 

Rainfords at Catchdale Moss Farm for the Christmas tree and to the Library staff for decorating the 

Library so festively and serving refreshments to everyone who dropped by. 

 

On a business front, mindful of the need to keep costs down, we at Parish have kept the Parish precept the 

same as last year.  This is due to the prudence and hard work of your Councillors during the last year.  The 

Village Hall and Smithy Museum are excellent facilities for Eccleston and we aim to continue to provide a 

good service to all individual users/groups.     

 

On a sad note, we say goodbye to two of our Parish Councillors who have served the Parish Council for 

many years.  First, Shirley Evans, who is leaving the area and moving on to pastures new, and secondly, 

David Bain who is retiring for personal reasons.  They will both be missed for all the hard work they have 

put into the Parish over the years. 



 

COUNCILLOR GEOFF PEARL  

  



WHERE THE MONEY GOES  
    

     The expenditure for 2009/2010 is £59,725 with the receipts and expenditure as follows: 

     RECEIPTS 
    

 
2008/09 2009/10 

  

 
£ £ 

  Brought Forward 21,915 20,673 
  Precept 47,601 48,549 
  Administration, incs VAT repayments 3,639 3,178 
  Ecclesfield Insurance  293 308 
  Hall Charges 5,057 4,820 
  Insurance Claim 896 0 
  Ecclesfield User Fees 

 

440 
  Smithy Grant & Victorian Xmas  1,907 11,356 
  Total 81,308 89,324 
  

     EXPENDITURE  
    

 
2008/09 2009/10 

  

 

£ £ 
  Ecclesfield incs user fee 2,623 4,058 
  Administration 27,504 28,464 
  Smithy 7,523 7,230.00 
  Open Spaces ï not V Hall grounds 3,565 3,301 
  Grants 1,250 1,450 
  Village Hall 16,164 13,672 
  VAT Payments 2,006 1,550 
   Total 60,635 59,725 
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PARISH COUNCIL TENDERS 
 

The Parish Council wishes to expand its list of contractors prepared to tender for work in the areas of 

grounds, building, electrical, fencing and all similar maintenance.  Any contractor wishing to be placed on 

the Eccleston Parish Council list of approved contractors who will be invited to tender for Council work, 

should apply in writing with the names and addresses of recent clients who agree to providing a reference 

to:  Mrs L Scott, Clerk of Eccleston Parish Council, 416 Newton Road, Lowton, WARRINGTON, 

WA3 1JE. 

 

 

ECCLESTON  VILLAGE  HALL  
KILN LANE  

 

 

is  available  for  hire  on  a  regular  or  one-off  basis 
 

CHILDRENôS PARTIES, COFFEE MORNINGS, 

MEETINGS , CLASSES, EXHIBITIONS 

 

Contact  Mrs L Poole 01744 638554 
 

 

  

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
 

 

ELECTORS for the Parish of Eccleston are invited to attend the Annual Parish Meeting which will take 

place on TUESDAY 26 April 2011, at 7.30 pm in St Jamesôs Church Hall, St Helens Road, Eccleston 

Park. 

 

AGENDA 
      

1 Election of Chairman  

 

2 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 27 April 2010 
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3 Financial statement of Receipts and Expenditure to April 2010 

 

4 Township affairs 

 

5 Light refreshments will be available 

 

 

COUNCILLOR GEOFF  PEARL 

CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  
 

LYNNE SCOTT, CLERK TO  THE PARISH COUNCI L 
 

 

 

ECCLESTON PARISH COUNCIL  
CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING  
 

This yearôs Tree Lighting Ceremony at Eccleston Library on 2 December 2010 was slightly different in 

that, due to the bad weather, the children from Eccleston Lane Ends School were not able to attend.  

Councillors and Library staff were assembled, as arranged, but no choir!   

 

However, the resourceful Library Staff set out the Christmas refreshments and played Christmas music 

and, low and behold, a Mum and Dad with two children ï Jack and Baby Molly ï arrived at the same 

time.  We had no alternative but to ask Jack to light the tree and afterwards we all sang his favourite 

Christmas song ï When Santa got stuck up the Chimney!   

 

See below a picture of our Chairman, Councillor Geoff Pearl, and Jack, who was given a Santa puppet and 

treated ñroyallyò.   Iôm sure he didnôt know what had hit him!   

 

 

 
 
Thank you so much, Jack, and thank you to the Rainfords for the lovely tree which arrived on time and 

cheered visitors to the Library throughout the Christmas period. 

 

LYNNE SCOTT - CLERK  
 

 

ECCLESTON PARISH COUNCIL  holds meetings every second Tuesday of the month, except 

for August, when the Parish Council is in recess.  Four months of the year the meetings take place at St 

Jamesôs Church Hall, St Helens Road, Eccleston Park.  The remainder of the year the meetings take place 

at Eccleston Village Hall, Kiln Lane, Eccleston.  Agenda are posted on the two Parish Council Notice 

Boards ï outside the Village Hall and St Helens Road, Eccleston Park ï as well as Eccleston Library.  

Minutes of meetings can also be found in Eccleston Library. 

 



WEBSITE  ï Our website address is www.ecclestonpc.org.uk and, amongst other information, you can 

find copies of the recent Agenda and Minutes of meetings. 

 

All residents are welcome to attend meetings and can bring up topics at the beginning of each meeting 

under Residentsô Issues. 

 

 

RE: CHRIST CHURCH, ECCLESTO N 
 

As you have walked or driven past Christ Church over the past year you may well have noticed 

Steeplejacks on the Church Spire.  They have been, and are currently, involved in carrying out repair and 

renewal work to the Spire.  They are currently undertaking Phase 2 of a 4 phase programme of work 

which will, hopefully, be completed around Easter this year at a total cost of some £85,000.  So, 2010 has 

involved a great deal of fundraising and we are grateful to all those across the Parish who have contributed 

to our fundraising in any way at all.  

 

But sorting out the Spire is not the end of the matter.  Christ Church is not simply an attractive historic 

building [it will be 175 years old in 2013] needing to be preserved for future generations of building 

óbuffsô.  Neither is it a museum dedicated to the Victorian style of worship.  No, Christ Church is a living 

and growing community of Christians who are taking seriously their responsibility, under God, to live out 

their Christian faith through worship, prayer and service to the local community.  

 

Buildings play an important part in all of that and so, after completing the Spire, we plan to sensitively re-

order the inside of the Church building to make it more accessible to and useable by people of all ages and 

ability/disability.  The proposed reordering will provide some basic modern amenities [e.g. a toilet!] for all 

who visit or use the building, and also create some flexible meeting space.  So watch this space for 

information on progress next year! 

 

However, despite the present inadequacy of our buildings for ministry to 21
st
 century people, in addition 

to Sunday worship, we have three thriving pieces of childrenôs work on a Friday night, and various 

fellowship groups meeting in different venues across the Parish, led by dedicated teams of leaders.  These 

are open to all. 

 

2011 will be a year of challenge and opportunity when we shall be seeking to renew both the buildings 

and the ministry of Christ Church for the benefit of this community of Eccleston which we serve.  We 

wish all who read this article a happy and blessed New Year! 

 
 

REV BILL FORSTER  
 

 

http://www.ecclestonpc.org.uk/


 

MEDITERRANEAN SPICED CHICKEN /TURKEY  (serves 4) 

 

Ingredients: 

 

4 Chicken/Turkey portions 

1 oz butter 

1 tablespoon of extra Virgin Olive Oil 

1 Onion 

½ Red, ½ Yellow and ½ Green Peppers 

8 mushrooms 

1 oz plain flour 

1 teaspoon of dried ginger 

1½ teaspoons of paprika 

Salt and pepper to taste 

¾ pint of cider 

2 teaspoons of sugar 

1 tablespoon of tomato puree 

 

Method ï get two separate bowls and divide the above ingredients as follows: 

 

Bowl 1     Bowl 2 
1 oz plain flour ¾ pint of cider 

1 teaspoon of dried ginger  2 teaspoons of sugar 

1½ teaspoons of paprika  1 tablespoon of tomato puree 

Salt and pepper to taste 

 

Then 

 

¶ Place butter and oil into frying pan and fry chicken/turkey breast until browned, then put into a Pyrex 

dish (no need to cook it through) 

¶ Fry onions, peppers and mushrooms, then put on top of chicken 

¶ Put contents of bowl two into a large frying pan/wok 

¶ Mix together bowl oneôs ingredients to a paste with a little of the left over cider and add it to the frying 

pan/wok.  Stir well until it thickens.  (You will have a pink/red mixture which will probably be lumpy, 

but donôt worry, itôs fine)  

¶ Pour the mixture over the chicken and peppers etc in the Pyrex dish 

¶ Cook in the middle of the oven, 180º, gas mark 4 for 1 hour and 15 minutes 

 

COUNCILLOR ANITA ASHCROFT  
 

 

GARDENERôS CORNER  

CONTAINER GROWN VEGETABLES  

You do not need to have a large garden or an allotment to grow your own delicious vegetables; all you 

need is a small area or patio where you can grow all types of vegetables in containers or pots.  With the 

ever increasing costs of vegetables and some peopleôs concerns over the ñair-milesò that some vegetables 

generate, this is not expensive just the cost of the pots, compost and seeds.  With a little luck you can 

almost be self-sufficient from these container-grown vegetables.  These are a few hints if you wish to 

grow your own and I hope that this is a useful introduction but if you want any further information there is 

plenty available on the internet or in your local library if you do not have access to a computer. 



You are going to ask your containers to do a lot of work for you so buy a good quality compost, donôt just 

go for the cheapest thing in the DIY store, you may save a few pennies but in the long run it is false 

economy.  If you are in any doubt ask one of the assistants - they are only too willing to help and will 

generally give you the best information. 

If you are growing in containers you want to maximise the crops you take.  The trick to this is 

successional sowing.  It is best to plant a little every few weeks so that you can have a constant supply of 

fresh products. Donôt do what a friend of mine did that is to plant a full packet of lettuce seeds into a 12 in 

pot and when they all germinated he could not separate the plants! 

These are some examples of what you can grow.  It is by no means exhaustive and if you want to try a 

particular vegetable or variety then try it! 

 

Potatoes 

Garden Centres and Seed Merchants supply potato growing kits.  These are usually small bags which you 

fill with compost and seed potatoes.  Have a look at the following websites for ideas: www.suttons.co.uk 

or www.thompson-morgan.com, they both have similar systems and if you follow the very simple 

directions you can have a bumper harvest of delicious potatoes from June onwards. 

 

Salads 

Growing salads in containers is very easy.  Suitable lettuce varieties would be ñTom Thumbò or ñLittle 

Gemò or you could sow a mixed baby leaf collection which you can pick as the leaves come.  Planting 

every few weeks will give you a ready supply of salads until late autumn and interspacing with radishes 

and salad onions will give you a supply of a fresh salad when you want it.  

 

Carrots 

You can get some really nice clean young carrots from a container.  A favourite variety for container 

growing is ñAmsterdam Forcing.ò  Sweet young carrots go well in a salad or just wash and steam them to 

go with a hot meal.  With carrots you will need to keep them covered to prevent the carrot fly attack.  The 

damage creates brown scarring on the exterior of the taproots.  Damaged roots are then susceptible to 

secondary rots.  Sometimes the foliage turns yellow and plants might even die.   

 

Broad, French & Runner Beans 

Most dwarf French beans will perform well in a pot but for broad beans you need a dwarf variety.  For 

Runner Beans if you use say a 12 in pot, fix bamboo canes into the pot to make a ñtepeeò spaced about 4 

ins apart.  Plant 3 seeds next to each cane and when they start to grow train the plants up the poles.  The 

flowers will give a beautiful display and then provide a large crop of runner beans for you to enjoy.  For 

planting times just follow the description on the packet. 

 

Cabbage 

Try something like April or Chairmen F1 or F1 Hispi or Pixie which are ideal for close spacing and 

container growing.  If you do not want to buy a packet of seeds which can contain up to 500 seeds you can 

buy small plants from Garden Centres or on the Internet. Usually you can grow between 3-6 plants per 12 

in pot.  

 

Cauliflower  

You can try Avalanche F1 particularly for solid miniature heads.  The same comments apply for 

cauliflowers as for cabbages. 

 

Beetroot, Turnips  

For beetroot try Pablo F1 and for turnips try Arcoat or Snowball.  These can be planted and left to look 

after themselves as long as you keep them watered. You can pick the roots as early as you like or leave 

them in the pot to later in the year, but do not leave them in too long as they will go ñwoodyò.  

 

Tomatoes 

http://www.suttons.co.uk/
http://www.thompson-morgan.com/


Tomatoes are often grown in pots or growbags on a patio but you can do really well with them in a 

hanging basket.  There are several new varieties out this year which are specifically for pots, try the 

Balconi Collection from Thompson & Morgan but again there are many varieties to pick from and if you 

do not want to grow from seeds yourself you can buy the plants at reasonable prices from the local garden 

centre.  There are some bits of advice for when you do buy plants, make sure that the compost is not dry 

as the roots do not like to be dry, ensure that the stem of the plant is not spindly as these plants will not 

produce a good crop and look at the leaves, make sure that these are healthy not withered or contain rust 

spots.  After planting in the container make sure that they are watered well, but never overwater as when 

the fruit swells the bottom will rot with too much water.  ñTumblerò is a good variety to grow as it will 

live up to its name and tumble all around the pot. With the vine-type varieties make sure that you remove 

side shoots as the fruit on these are not as strong as the fruit from the main stem.  Again, for more 

information about growing tomatoes outside there is plenty on the internet or in the library books. 

COUNCILLOR DAVID BAI N 

 

PILKINGTON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY  

 
Pilkington Horticultural Society is a community-based organisation which oversees over 80 allotments on 

the corner of Alder Hey Road and Kiln Lane.  The Society is a member of the National Society of 

Allotments and Leisure Gardeners.  As well as having individual plot holders there are local organisations 

which use the site.  Sure Start has a ñTots Plotò and you may have read that last Easter there was an arson 

attack on their plot together with others on the site which thankfully all have now been reinstated and are 

fully operational.  The St Helens Coalition for Disabled People and Stephenson House Adult Social 

Services also use the facility.  We have also recently converted a plot to be used by the Stroke Society to 

help those who have suffered. 

 

We have recently opened a shop on site which is open on Saturday and Sunday mornings between 10 am 

and 2 pm where we have a range composts, fertilisers, pots and vegetable and flower seeds.  All are at 

reasonable prices so please call in and have a look.  You do not have to be a ñplotterò, all we ask is that 

you become an associate member of the society and this will only cost £1 per year.  In May we will hold a 

plant sale and as well as selling our own grown plants we will be selling plants from a local nursery at 

very reasonable prices.  Please look out for the signs advertising this sale or just call in and check on the 

notice board or ask anyone.  Later in the year we hope to have some of our own grown products available, 

all we ask is a donation which will  go towards the running costs of the society, we try to be as organic as 

possible and sometimes even though the produce maybe a little misshapen it still tastes wonderful! 

 

Having an allotment is becoming increasingly popular as more and more people want to know where their 

food comes from and want the pleasure of seeing the fruits of their labour by taking the food from the land 

straight onto the dinner plate.  Even though there is a waiting list, if anyone is interested in becoming a 

ñplot holderò please see the secretary and he will add your name to the list.  We have various sizes of 

allotments and we will try to accommodate your request. 

 

We hope to hold an Open Day later in the year and we look forward to seeing as many as possible come 

around and have a look but in the meantime all visitors are welcome, just pop in and have a walk around.  

The members grow a wide range of flowers, fruit and vegetables and have a wealth of experience.  If 

anyone has any horticultural problems or wants any advice then please asks and we will try to help.  If we 

do not know the answer ourselves we probably know someone who does.  

 

COUNCILLOR DAVID BAIN  

 
 

THE WAR MEMORIAL  



 

The War Memorial at Eccleston Lane Ends is surely unique.  In May 1919 a committee of Parish 

Councillors and 38 other named persons set up a War Memorial Committee.  One of these named was Mr 

F R Dixon-Nuttall who, subsequently, became the prime mover and donor of the Memorial.  It was 

designed and executed by a Mr Walter Gilbert.  On Sunday 23 July 1922 the Lord Bishop of Liverpool 

unveiled the Memorial, the site of which was owned by Liverpool City. 

 

In 1923 by a Deed of Trust, Liverpool City Council accepted guardianship and responsibilities under the 

Ancient Monument Act 1917 and Mr Dixon-Nuttall paid £300 Trust Fund to the Corporation, the income 

of which was to pay for annual maintenance.  Exchanges between Liverpool, St Helens and Eccleston 

Councils led to the Parish accepting care of the Memorial with a small income from the Liverpool Trust 

Fund.  Unfortunately, this goes nowhere near paying the maintenance charges now ï and hasnôt for many 

years! 

 

On 15 August 2001 the War Memorial was ñincluded in a list of buildings of special architectural or 

historic interest compiled by the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport under Section 1 of the 

Planning (Listed Building s and Conservation Areas) Act 1990ò and became Grade II listed. 

 

Over the years your Parish Council is very aware that cleaning and conservation work needs to be done.  

This will require a substantial amount of funding to finance the project.   However, with so many demands 

on our funds it is almost impossible to do this alone.  Last year, two Parish Councillors attended a 

conference held by the War Memorials Trust.  They exist to monitor the condition of War Memorials and 

to encourage protection and conservation, provide expert advice and facilitate repairs and conservation 

through grant schemes.  We found this extremely helpful and our War Memorial Committee wishes to 

start the project.  We feel that we should like to have the support of our local community so please contact 

us if you would like to take part in the restoration of our War Memorial. 

  

   

 
Eccleston War Memorial 



  
 

Councillor G Pearl, Chairman of Eccleston Parish 

 Council laying a wreath on Remembrance Day 2011 

 

COUNCILLOR CHRISTINA DUNCAN  

 

 

LANE ENDS 

 

The following was published in a local newspaper several years ago.  It had been submitted by a Mr John 

A Smith, a former local resident who was then living in Victoria, Australia.  As a matter of interest, close 

relatives of several of the people mentioned still live at Eccleston Lane Ends. 

 
òLane Endsó 
 
There is a place I used to know oh so well, long ago  
Iõve no doubt that it has altered from what I used to know. 
The Grapes Hotel moved down the road, the landlord he moved too  
The pottery had closed before, about which not a lot I knew . 
The place I write about just now, where I had many friends  
Yes, I went to school there.  Of course, itõs called Lane Ends  
 
I still  recall the many names, donõt think that Iõll forget 
The Conways, Banks, Barnes and Lees, wonder are they there yet?  
We canõt forget the Taylors, a fine team sure they were  
Bill, who knocked the holes in walls, the wires to put there  
Then one who covered up the holes with paper pasted fine  
Another one with horses, who carted all the time.  
 
I used to take our horses for the blacksmith there to shoe  
His name was Arthur Mason, best one I ever knew!  
They also had a wheelwright, Mr Copple was his name . 
He was the happiest fellow, always was the same.  
The Wellington Hotel was built where the old smithy stood  
And the trams passed by the houses, muc h closer than they should.  
 
One Sunday about three, early Twenties I would say  
I saw the cenotaph unveiled, it was an awful day.  
The sky went black, the rain poured down  
I thought we were all going to drown . 
Bishop Chevasse was in charge, many came from fa r and near  
Anyone who was there that day would remember it, no fear.  
 
There was some shops I must recall, Miss Adamsonõs not least of all. 



She was a patient lady every  time that we did call.  
Stringfellows had the grocers shop, remember that quite well  
Was later sold to Seddons, that for sure, I can tell.  
Miss Pendleton was quite well known with all who came to buy  
She worked in Seddons sweet shop, to please us she did try.  
 
Must tell you of the policeman who daily walked the beat  
His name was Hunt, and I am  sure heõd go home with tired feet. 
Two things are necessary if you remember this, you see  
You still must be living, and about as old as me.  
 
Poem by John A Smith  
 

COUNCILLOR LYNN GRAY -WILLIAMS  
 
 
 

DAVID FREEDMAN:  BLACKSMITH & ARTIST  

 
David began on a very different career path than the one he follows today.  He began by studying 

psychology but it wasnôt long before he was making small metal work pieces as a hobby and it was only a 

matter of time before he began to work in metal workshops in London and then Kent before returning to 

Church Minshull near Nantwich, the village he grew up in.     

 

He now lives in the family home, an old mill that Davidôs father bought and began to restore some thirty 

years ago. 

 

David built his own workshop in the grounds of the mill which he managed to kit out with equipment he 

picked up in a sale. 

 

The works that David produces are lots of traditional items for homes and gardens, but his first love is 

sculpture.  Using many tools he has made himself, he doesnôt make many horseshoes these days, but feels 

that he is still carrying on an ancient tradition. 

 

The Smithy Heritage Centre will be hosting an exhibition of Davidôs work from the 23
rd

 of April to the 

10
th
 of July 2011. There is also a chance to see David in action as he will be participating in this yearôs 

Blacksmithôs Day event on the 23
rd

 of May.  As part of the celebrations, the Smithy will also be 

showcasing wood turning, basket weaving, jewellery, bee keeping and plants. 

 

 
 

David at work at the anvil 

 

 



  
Some of Davidôs work 

 
More of Davidôs work may be found at www.millforge.org.uk  
 

JOANNE CHAMBERLAIN ï  

CURATOR  SMITHY HERITAGE CENTRE      
 
 
 

HENBURY COURT KILN LANE  
 
Henbury Court, Kiln Lane is an Apartment Development.  It was built by a national builder called 

McCarthy and Stone who has built similar developments all around Britain.  The Kiln Lane development 

is described by the builder as follows: 

 

ñHenbury Court is an exciting new development from Britainôs leading retirement builder and represents 

the first of its kind in Eccleston, St Helens.  It has been carefully designed to provide the very best in 

comfort and convenience.  The development is conveniently located for the local amenities which include 

a Post Office, Library, Convenience Store, Pharmacy, and much more.  (My note ï and convenient bus 

service.)  Each apartment on the development benefits from its own private front door, entrance hall, 

lounge/dining area, fitted kitchen and fitted bathroom.  Furthermore, each apartment has the added 

benefit of 24-hour Careline system, smoke and intruder detection alarms plus each apartment is linked to 

the camera entry system which allows you to view a visitor before letting them in, simply by changing 

channels on your television set.ò 

 

There are 41 apartments, spread over 3 floors, including a House Managerôs apartment ï 29 one bedroom 

apartments and 12 two bedroom apartments.  There are variations in design of the apartments.  The 

communal areas include a residentsô lounge and kitchen, laundry room, refuse room, mobility buggy 

storage room and also a guest suite.  The Residentsô Lounge is quite large and furnished to a high 

standard.  The building is surrounded by garden areas and all ground floor apartments open onto the 

gardens.  There is a car park for residents and also for visitors at the front and entrance to the development 

and the whole site is fenced. 

 

The development provides independent living accommodation - residents own their apartments but have 

the benefit and freedom of all communal facilities.  McCarthy and Stone entrusted the management of the 

development to Peveril Management Services Ltd and up until recently one of Peverilôs managers has 

been resident to carry out the day to day running of the development.  However, a majority of residents 

have decided that the task of management can be carried out by a non resident manager and that is 

currently being considered by the landlords, Fairhold Homes. 

 

So, why move into a complex like Henbury Court?  Residents will all have their own personal reasons but 

I suspect an overriding reason is that, yes, we are all retired, getting older and looking to the future when 

we might, or do now need, the comfort and security that such a development offers and as far as the actual 

apartments are concerned, moving into something smaller, more compact, and easier to maintain, and, of 

course, living in a care free, pleasant environment.  For me personally, there was the added attraction that 

http://www.millforge.org.uk/


I am still living in the same area that I have lived in for over 50 years. 

 

I have now been living in Henbury Court for over 3 years so what is it like?  Well, the final factor in 

making my decision (notwithstanding the fact that I could afford to move in) was the apartment which has 

two bedrooms and the lounge/dining area opens out onto two patios in the garden at the rear of the 

building, with the Parish Council fields behind the fence.  I fell for it the first time I saw it and it fulfils my 

needs.  My 12 year-old grandson said to me when he first saw it, ñI wouldnôt mind one of these, Grandadò 

ï out of the mouths of babes! 

 

I was lucky to know quite a few people already residing when I moved in so I didnôt feel alone.  Now I 

have many new friends and we have been lucky in having members of our community able to take 

initiatives and succeed in generating a good social atmosphere.  We see one another coming and going, 

meeting up in the laundry room and we get together every Wednesday morning in the lounge for coffee 

and to catch up with any news.  Preparation and clearing up is, in the main, shared by all but we are 

thankful for those who, without being asked, take the initiative and ensure that the cups and saucers are 

out and the tea and coffee is available.  Those óinitiativesô also include the organising of óquiz nightsô, 

óentertainersô and ópublic eventsô when, in the summer, we can spill out into the gardens.  We have 

succeeded in raising quite a bit of money for various charities. 

 

Perhaps living in Henbury Court was most appreciated during the very cold weather we have had this 

winter.  The whole building is warm and people can move about and there was always one or other of the 

more active residents who were always ready to nip across to the óCo-opô for essentials.  In fact, one lady, 

who is not as mobile as she was, said to me on one of those freezing, cold days, ñI am so glad I am living 

hereò.  Not a bad note to finish on. 

 

GEOFF SEED 

HENBURY COURT RESIDENT 
 

 

HOSPICE UPDATE 

 
Each year, the Hospice increases its services which are free to the people of St Helens and Knowsley who 

are suffering from life-threatening conditions. 

 

There are 10 In Patient beds, Day Therapy and Out Patient units which are able to offer special services to 

more people in the Community.  The Hospice has been successful in bidding for a grant to fund an 

increase in the Day Therapy Services. 

 

Thanks go to medical and nursing staff, volunteers, ladiesô committee, shops and all who help in fund 

raising.  Check with the Hospice Office for details of this yearôs events ï lots of fun to be had! 

 

Julie Garner has left to work with Rights and Humanity - best wishes and success to her.   Nicky Saunders 

has taken over and we wish her well. 

 

If you would like to help in any way, contact: 

 

Nicola Saunders 

Willowbrook Hospice Fundraising Office 

54/56 Claughton Street 

ST HELENS     WA10 1SN 

Telephone:  01744 453798 

 

Neil Wright ï Chief Executive 

Willowbrook Hospice 

Portico Lane 



Prescot   ST HELENS    L34 2QT 

Telephone:  0151 430 8736 

 

 

DE LA SALLE SUPPORTS MAYORôS EVENT 

 

Brazilian Soccer Schools, St Helens, held a half term soccer school at De La Salle High School on 14th 

and  15th February 2011.  BSS would like to thank the Head of the School for hosting the sessions in the 

sports hall, and all the local schools who advertised the event in their schools and newsletters.  Monday 

14
th
 was for ages 6 ï 10, and was attended by 16, eager to óLearn to play the Brazilian Wayô.  Tuesday 

15th was advertised for 10 ï 13 years, but many of those who attended on Monday were eager to come 

back, so the second day actually covered 6 to 15 years! 

 

The events were organised along with Councillor Teresa Sims and the St Helens Sports Council, and were 

held in aid of the Mayors Charity Appeal for Childhood Diabetes, and Infant Cot Death.  His Worship the 

Mayor, Councillor Neil Taylor, attended the school on both days, spending time with the children, and on 

Tuesday was even seen attempting ball juggling, under supervision of one of BSS regular team players 

Scott Williams!  The Sports Council sent along 2 volunteer coaches to help with coaching on both days.  

BSS Head Coach, Ray Owen, was grateful for their help. 

 

BSS St Helens is holding sessions across the borough and is using a needs led approach.  If we have 

interest expressed in any area, we will look to introduce regular sessions.  Brazilian Soccer schools follow 

the technique of the small sided game Futebol de Salao, played in Brazil.  It uses a small weighted ball, 

which enables children to gain more ball control and sixteen times more touches during a session.  It was 

developed by Simon Clifford, following his work with Juninho of Middlesborough in 1996, and it has 

grown from there to teaching over 1 million people in 61 different countries.  This is the original game of 

ñFutsalò.  

 

All our coaches have been extensively trained, thoroughly checked, including CRBôs, are 

comprehensively insured and have undergone relevant first-aid and child protection courses.  

 

 

 

There is extensive information on the website, which can be found at www.icfds.com 

 

Please contact Ray Owen, Head Coach for further details. 

Tel: 01744 611098 

Mob: 07545 092 371 

Email: r.owen@icfds.com 

 

 

MY EXPERIENCE AS A SMITHY VOLUNTEE R 

 



It is now nine months since an advert in the local press caught my eye. It stated that The Smithy Heritage 

Centre in Kiln Lane was looking for volunteers to assist them with their community project ñHands on at 

The Smithyò and welcomed anyone who was interested to come along to The Smithy for an informal chat. 

 

I was interested, but I have to admit that I had no idea where The Smithy was, so it came as a surprise for 

me to discover that it takes only fifteen minutes to walk from my house to The Smithy and an even bigger 

surprise when I visited The Smithy for the first time. 

 

I went to The Smithy for an informal chat and met the joint curators, Joanne Chamberlain and Vicky 

Hirons, who explained that the Smithy had received a grant to help them to develop their ñHands on at 

The Smithyò project.  They were looking for volunteers who were willing to help them with a project that 

aimed to bring history to groups within the local community, both as an outreach project and in-house at 

The Smithy.  I was keen to join this project because I felt that, after 16 years as a full time mother, as well 

as working part time in my husbandôs business, it was now time for me to start something new.  My 

interest in history had led me to study it with the Open University and I had just completed my history 

degree. 

 

Since working as one of the four volunteers I have been involved in the promotion of events at The 

Smithy.  The first event was ñCocktails and Canap®sò which was part of St Helens Heritage Weekend in 

September.  This complimented the exhibition ñDomestic Goddesses: How Housework Has Changed.ò  

This was a busy event and the first time I was involved with the public, talking with them, providing 

refreshments in the 1950s tearoom and helping with childrenôs craft activities.  The following Saturday 

saw the ñPages Ago Heritage Trailò which was an event co-hosted with Eccleston Library.  The Smithy 

was visited by David Freedman who demonstrated how the blacksmith worked at his forge for the public. 

Prior to this event three of the Smithy Volunteers, including myself, did the heritage walk.  The Smithy 

opened for a couple of hours in October to welcome members of the Liverpool Walking Group for a 

meeting and talk about the history of the Smithy.  In December the Smithy hosted an exhibition of the 

work of the Victorian childrenôs illustrator Randolph Caldecott.  On this occasion my role was to help 

children to make Victorian Christmas decorations. 

 

The Smithy has been closed to the public during the winter.  It has been during this time that we have been 

working on developing the outreach project.  Part of this involves the preparation of loan boxes.  These 

are boxes that contain objects relevant to a particular subject in history.  My loan box subject is the 

Second World War.  All the objects that will be inside the loan box have had to be photographed and put 

onto the computer, and this was a completely new experience for me!  I have researched information of all 

my loan box items in order to compile an information booklet that will accompany the loan box for any 

school or community group.  It is true to say that since volunteering at the Smithy my computer skills are 

improving. 

    

  
 

Debbie with her loan box items 

 

Joanne and Vicky wanted the volunteers to gain a greater understanding of how a museum works.  We 

have been shown how exhibitions at the Smithy are put together and how to record any items that have 

been sent out on loan.  We have also visited two museums, the Imperial War Museum North in Salford 

and the Peopleôs History Museum in Manchester.  We met with Louise, a member of the Peopleôs History 

Museumôs education staff, who gave us a brief history into their recent renovation and a talk about the 



education programmes that they provide.  Both museums had benefited from millions of pounds spent on 

building and funding, and this made me realise how hard smaller heritage centres work. 

 

I have found the experience of volunteering at the Smithy interesting, valuable and enjoyable.  I am glad 

that I did it. 

 

DEBBIE TOPPING   

SMITHY VOLUNTEER  
 

 

KICKS SOCCER SCHOOL STILL GOING STRONG  
 

Have you got a child aged 5-11 who's mad on football?   Formed in 1996, Kicks Soccer 

School successfully run weekly Fun Club sessions - and having coached in excess of 8,000 boys and girls 

in 15 years, "Kicks" have many years of coaching experience.  Run by Tony Greenall, Gary Greenall and 

Ian Smith, "Kicks" concentrates on developing basic football skills in a fun and relaxed atmosphere and 

sessions are available for all abilities.   

 

Sessions happen each Thursday evening at Cowley Language College (September-April) and at Eccleston 

Mere Primary School (May-July).  There is no membership or joining fee - "Kicks" operates a pay-as-you-

play system with weekly sessions costing just £3.00 per child. 
 

"Kicks" also offer school holiday football clubs to keep the kids amused and fit during time off school, 

based at the Ruskin Drive Sports Complex - 2 day Soccer Camps in the February and October Half Terms 

and 3 day Soccer Camps in the Spring, Whit and Summer Holidays. 
 

   
 

For further details, please contact "Kicks" on 01744-629460 or via email: kicks1996@fsmail.net  

 

TONY GREENALL  

KICKS SOCCER SCHOOL 

 

 

THE IMPORTANCE OF MUSEUMS  

 

Museums are founded for numerous reasons: to showcase an individualôs collection; to commemorate an 

event or group; as a gift to workers or residents to serve as an educational or cultural example; to preserve 

the heritage of an area for posterity.  Museum collections represent, illustrate, and even define an areaôs 

cultural identity.  

 

Heritage sites, museums and galleries around the world are big draws for tourists.  In fact, it is for this 

very reason that tourism as we know it began.  In the 18
th
 Century, young men from the upper and middle 

classes travelled across Europe to steep themselves in culture to develop good taste and refinement: a 

practice known as the Grand Tour.  The tourists, as they became known, visited many historic cities.  The 

wealth of Renaissance art, sculpture, classical architecture, ancient ruins and the excavations of 

mailto:kicks1996@fsmail.net


Herculaneum and Pompeii meant a lengthy stay in Italy was required.  The Tribuna, a room at Florenceôs 

Uffizi Gallery, housed the finest works and was one of the most famous and important tourist destinations.  

 

During World War II, many galleries and museums hid their collections to avoid them being plundered 

and preserve them for the future.  Many hundreds of thousands of culturally significant historic artworks, 

artefacts and documents were taken by the Nazis during their occupation of Europe, and many more were 

destroyed.  Cairoôs Egyptian Museum is now under heavily-armed guard after the recent raid during the 

civil unrest, demonstrating the importance of the collection to the countryôs economy which relies heavily 

on the relics of its ancient past.  

 

Recognising the importance of heritage, Eccleston Parish Council founded The Smithy Heritage Centre in 

1995 with the intention of transforming a derelict former blacksmithôs shop into a museum for the benefit 

of local residents.  The building was restored and many kind donations from the public have boosted the 

once-small collection to over a thousand artefacts, documents and images relating to Ecclestonôs 

agricultural and industrial past.  

 

The Smithy is one of only a few Parish Council-run museums in the country; fewer still have achieved 

Fully Accredited status, meaning that the collection is cared for to a set national standard.  With the 

support of Eccleston Parish Council, the hard work of the Curators and volunteers over the years has 

enabled the Smithy to develop into a valuable institution for the community and the nation as a whole, 

attracting thousands of visitors from across the country each year. 

 

VICKY HIRONS  

CURATOR SMITHY HERITAGE CENTRE  
 

Interested in visiting Ecclestonôs own museum? See below for our forthcoming exhibitions and events. 

 

EXHIBITIONS & EVENTS AT THE SMITHY HERITAGE CENTRE 2011  

 
St Georgeôs Day Event 

23
rd

 April, 12 - 5 pm 

The 2011 Smithy Season begins on St Georgeôs Day. Come and celebrate the patron saint of England.  

Have a go at being a Medieval Knight, and make a knightôs helmet or a damselôs headdress! 

 

David Freedman: Blacksmith Exhibition 

23
rd

 April - 10
th

 July 

Saturdays & Sundays, 1 - 4 pm 

David has been a blacksmith for over 15 years and sculpture is his passion.  The Smithy is proud to host 

an exhibition of work produced by David and give an insight into the world of the blacksmith. 

 

International Blacksmiths Day 

Saturday 21
st
 May, 12 - 5 pm 

Blacksmithing and wheelwrighting demonstrations, wood turning, basket weaving, jewellery, bee-keeping 

and plants will all be showcased at the Smithy. 

 

Poppy Party 

Sunday 12
th

 June, 1 - 4 pm 

To help raise awareness of the Royal British Legion and celebrate its 90
th
 anniversary, the Smithy will be 

holding a Poppy Party.  Come and join in with our VE Day-style street party! 

 

Festival of Archaeology Event 

16
th

 July - 31
st
 July   

Saturdays & Sundays 1 - 4 pm 

Once more, the Smithy will be taking part in this exciting national event. 



 

Trowels & Tribulations: Archaeology Exhibition  

16
th

 July ï 11
th

 September 

Saturdays & Sundays 1 - 4 pm 

Want to learn a little more about archaeology?  This exhibition will show how an excavation works, and 

what itôs really like on a dig! 

 

Heritage Open Weekend: óGo wild at the Smithy!ô 

Saturday 10
th

 and Sunday 11
th

 September, 12 - 5 pm 

In February the Smithy received a grant of £5,700 from the Big Lottery Fund.  Throughout the year the 

ñBirds and the Beesò project will see a new wildlife area being constructed around the Smithy.  To 

celebrate the end of the project, the weekend will see lots of hands-on activities such as plant pot painting 

and making fat ball bird feeders, along with the chance to take part in bug hunts and learn lots of things 

about wildlife. 

 

Twisted Tales: Halloweôen Event 

Saturday 29
th

 & Sunday 30
th

 October, 12 - 5 pm 

This yearôs Halloweôen event is based on good old-fashioned fairy tales - not the nice cuddly ones that 

you are used to where things end ñhappily ever afterò!  Join in with the games and make a spooky 

souvenir to take home with you. 

 

Exhibitions and Events are all FREE!  

 

 

NEWS FROM THE LESTER DRIVE CENTRE  
 

óEee turned out nice again hasnôt it?ô  is the perfect way to describe one of the evenings  enjoyed by the 

members of the ô89 Society in this seasonôs varied programme of demonstrations, lectures and 

entertainment.  Brian Hetherington kept everyone enthralled with his skill and craftsmanship and deft use 

of the lathe whilst turning one of our raffle prizes.  Slowly shaving layers from a stripy piece of ófirewoodô 

- as Brian described it, he told the story of where heôd purloined the piece of spalted beech timber from.  

Gradually from the wood emerged the makings of a beautiful wooden, hand turned pen.  The penôs 

mechanism and metal fittings were assembled and following a quick polish given pride of place among 

the rest of the prizes.  Brain is secretary of the Wigan Woodcrafts and demonstrates at events up and down 

the country and is scheduled for our Christmas fair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The wildlife and landscapes of Islay proved to be a fascinating evening with superb photography from 

Gorden Yates who has spent twenty-five years of summers there often cramped in a small hide, 

documenting the islandôs flora and fauna.  He showed us some of examples which are usually difficult to 

spot and even some which are endangered species. 

 

The ô89 Society has a varied programme of historical subjects, travelogues, music and arts, wildlife and 

nature, in the form of talks, slideshows and workshops. 

 



The Eccleston board gamers, or ERGO, are meeting regularly on a Wednesday to play stategy, wargames 

and RPGs.  The members hold ótasterô sessions and are always looking for new gamers, so if you want to 

rule the galaxy have a look at:  

www.ergowebsite.webspace.virginmedia.com   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gardening Circle meets on the fourth Thursday in the month and is looking for new members. 

Working in the garden can be good exercise, enjoyable and rewarding - particularly if you grow some 

vegetables - and once you have joined members are eligible for 15% discount from a local nursery.  The 

inter gardening club quiz is at Croxteth Hall - so good luck Eccleston team! 

 

The Art Club held an exhibition of their work at Eccleston library and is keen to encourage new members. 

There is no teacher but members help each other, so if you have some experience and want to meet with 

people of a similar interest, contact Tony Sweeney or come along on a Monday 9 am. 

 

The Committee at the Centre are looking for help with funding for an exciting new project, so if you are a 

local business or individual who would like to support us, (a registered charity that works to benefit the 

community),  please contact the committee, phone, write or email. 

 

WHATôS ON AT THE CENTRE? 

 

Monday Mornings the Art Club meet from 9 am ótil noon.  In the afternoon on alternate weeks we have an 

Afternoon Tea & Bingo from 2.30 to 4.30 pm.  The event is very popular with the elderly as they meet 

and enjoy fellowship with their peers, play a few games of prize bingo and have a nice afternoon tea.  And 

around 3-ish the Ringtonôs man calls with baskets of tea, coffee, sweets, jam, marmalade and other 

seasonal goodies for our people to buy.  In the evening the Weight Watchers meet. 

 

Tuesday mornings the very popular Jo-Jingles group meets.  In the evening The Bridge Club meets from 

7.15 pm.  If you are, or have been a bridge player, why not come along, it costs £1.50. 

 

Wednesday morning at 9.30 am Beginners Bridge Club meets.  The Board Gamers meets from 5.30 pm. 

 

Thursday mornings 10 - 12 the Messy Monsters meet.  In the evenings (alternate weeks) the Bingo club 

meets for prize bingo and refreshments.  We always have room for more players so donôt be shy, give it a 

try. 

 

Friday evenings the St Helens Contract Bridge meets. 

 

Saturday morning the St Helens Gospel Choir rehearses. Anyone wanting to book the Gospel Choir please 

contact me. 

 

In addition to the regular weekly events we have monthly meetings of: The Ladies Guild (2nd Tuesday), 

The Lady Farmers (3rd Wednesday), The ô89 Society (2nd Thursday) and The Gardening Circle (4th 

Thursday).  The ô89 Society have enjoyed a successful year with a range of first-rate speakers covering a 

wide range of topics.  If you are a gardener or a would-be gardener, or if the ô89 Society programme 

appeals to you, or if you would like to know more about any of the activities at The Lester Drive Centre 

please ring 01744 26813 or e-mail: lesterdrivecentre@gmail.com 

 

ANDREW MARTLEW  

http://www.ergowebsite.virginmedia.webspace.com/
mailto:lesterdrivecentre@gmail.com



